Mazda Route3

Halfway around the world in the all-new Mazda3

e Mazda’s latest compact setting out on a 15,000km drive from the factory in
Hiroshima to the IAA in Frankfurt

¢ New model featuring the full range of SKYACTIV Technology going on sale in
Europe this fall

Leverkusen, 22 July 2013. Mazda has always been known for the reliable, robust quality of

its vehicles. The all-new Mazda3 is no exception. To prove just how good it is, Mazda is
supplying eight of its new compact hatchbacks for a rather unconventional test drive —
15,000km direct from the factory in Hiroshima all the way to the 2013 International Motor
Show (IAA) in Frankfurt.

The “Mazda Route3 — Hiroshima to Frankfurt Challenger Tour 2013” spans nine time zones,
traversing Russia, the world’s largest country, before crossing Belarus and Poland. The cars
will arrive in Frankfurt on 7 September, right before the IAA opens its doors. A website

dedicated to the tour is available at www.mazdaroute3.eu, following its progress in a trip

diary with images and videos.

This is the third time Mazda models are taking part in such an extreme test drive. In 1977,
German reporters drove two predecessors of the Mazda3 — Mazda 323 hatchbacks — from
Japan to Frankfurt. The expedition was followed up successfully in 1990, this time in four
Mazda 626s crossing the Former Soviet Union. Now the stage is set for the most advanced

Mazda compact ever to follow in their tracks.

After crossing the Sea of Japan by ship, the main overland portion of the Mazda Route3
endurance test drive begins in Vladivostok, Russia’s main Pacific port, in early August.
Averaging just over 2,100km, the seven ensuing legs of the tour will take between three and
six days each to cover. Needless to say, they should provide ample opportunity for those

behind the wheel — journalists, bloggers and Mazda enthusiasts from various parts of the

For further information contact:

Mazda Motor Europe GmbH

Hitdorfer Str. 73 | D 51371 Leverkusen

Tel: +49 2173 943 505 | Fax: +49 2173 943 553

mazda-press@mazdaeur.com | www.mazda-press.com 1/2



http://www.mazdaroute3.eu/

world — to become acquainted with the new Mazda3 under a variety of conditions. There

will also be several chances along the way to experience different cultures and customs.

All test cars will have a 120 PS SKYACTIV-G under the bonnet together with a smooth,
crisp six-speed SKYACTIV-MT manual transmission. And the fun won’t stop after arrival in
Frankfurt, where a variety of activities will be offered for IAA visitors at a special outdoor

exhibition area during the trade fair premiere of Mazda’s new compact.

From the stunning “KODO — Soul of Motion” exterior to the advanced lightweight SKYACTIV
Technology and a completely redesigned cabin space, the convention-defying Mazda3 is
built to exceed expectations. Enhancing traditional company strengths, it delivers
uncompromising handling, safety and build quality. There is a choice of three SKYACTIV-G
petrol powerplants and one SKYACTIV-D diesel, all of which offer a combination of
performance and fuel economy that should place the new Mazda3 among the best in

Europe’s C segment.
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